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Subject: SUPPORT FOR UKRAINIAN REFUGEES 

Date:      13 April 2022 

Report of: Mike Davis, Strategic Director (Corporate Resources) 

Portfolio Holder: Councillor Chris Vinson, Portfolio Holder for Finance, 
Governance, Digital and Climate Change 

Decision Type: Non-Key 

Classification: Unrestricted 

Purpose of the 
report: 

To establish flexible arrangements for the use of Government and 
Dover District Council (DDC) funds to support Ukrainian refugees. 

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Leader of the Council: 

1. Approves the use of all funds that are received from 
Government directly or via Kent County Council (KCC) in relation 
to the Ukrainian refugee crisis, for the specific or related purposes 
for which they have been provided and authorise the Strategic 
Director (Corporate Resources) to make arrangements for their 
distribution and use. 
2. Authorises each of the Strategic Director (Corporate 
Resources) and the Strategic Director (Operations and 
Commercial) to exercise the functions of the Council in connection 
with the Homes for Ukraine Scheme including the taking of any 
action, and the doing of anything incidental, conducive or 
expedient thereto. 
3. Delegates to the Strategic Director (Corporate Resources) 
authority to agree with KCC Officers and officers of other Kent 
districts the basis and share of the £10,500 per capita Ukrainian 
refugee funding that should be passed to districts. 
4. Delegates to the Strategic Director (Corporate Resources), in 
consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Finance, Governance, 
Digital and Climate Change, authority to use up to £100,000 of the 
£4 million Earmarked Smoothing Reserve approved in the 
2022/23 Budget to meet unexpected or increased costs to DDC in 
supporting the Ukrainian refugees and their families who are living 
in the Dover District or who need immediate welfare support. 

 

1. Summary 

1.1 The war in Ukraine has led to a wave of refugees across Europe. The UK government has pledged 
to assist and provide refuge in the UK. The number of refugees that are likely to come to Dover is 
uncertain. This report seeks authority for officers to commit resources and respond quickly to a 
developing situation. 

2. Introduction and Background 

2.1 The war in Ukraine has led to a wave of refugees across Europe. The number of refugees who will 
seek refuge in the UK and the timescale for their arrival remains unknown. For planning purposes 
Kent local authorities are working on the basis that 18,000 will come to Kent. 

2.2 On a simple average, that would mean 1,500 per district and therefore probably 400 – 600 
households per district. It is possible that refugees will be drawn to the major cities, and this is an 
over estimate but he don’t have sufficient information at the moment. 

2.3 There are two main schemes for refugees to obtain entry visas into the UK. The “Families” scheme 
enables refugees with families in the UK to be given visas and it is assumed that the families will 
provide accommodation and support. At the time of writing the Government are not providing 
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financial support to local authorities for refugees in their area who have arrived under the Families 
scheme. 

2.4 Families are not required to formally commit to providing accommodation for a specific period and 
there is some initial evidence of overcrowding of Family based refugees who have subsequently 
presented as homeless to their local authority. It is not yet possible to estimate the extent to which 
this is likely to happen and whether it will be significant. Such cases will be a pressure on the local 
authority resources and homelessness budget until they are settled in suitable accommodation. 

2.5 The second scheme is the Homes for Ukraine (HFU) scheme which was launched on 14 March 
2022 by the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (see Appendix 2). 

2.6 This scheme is open to Ukrainian nationals who were residents in Ukraine prior to 1 January 2022 
and to their immediate family members (for example spouse/partner and children under 18) who 
may be of other nationalities, to be sponsored to come to the UK. 

2.7 The number of people who can access this scheme is uncapped and is dependent on the capacity 
of the sponsors who come forward. Guests will be able to live and work in the UK for up to three 
years and access benefits, healthcare, employment, and other support. Those arriving need to 
meet standard security checks prior to being issued with a visa. 

2.8 The key features of this scheme include: 

(a) Sponsors are required to: 

(i) Provide suitable accommodation for a minimum of 6 months. 

(ii) Stay in regular contact with their guest prior to their arrival to help organise 
and coordinate their arrival in the UK, meet them on arrival, and facilitate 
transfer to their accommodation.  

(iii) Signpost the guest to public services and assist them with tasks such as 
registering with a local GP surgery. 

(iv) Sponsors are required to commit to providing accommodation to their for a 
minimum of 6 months.  

(b) In Kent, as a two-tier area, the split of duties will generally be, KCC:  

(i) provide general reception arrangements and immediate support on arrival if 
guests require it. 

(ii) Pay sponsors a “thank you” payment of £350 pcm for the period that they 
provide occupied accommodation. The intention is that the £350 will not 
have any effect on the sponsors Council Tax position (single person discount 
for example) of any other benefits. The details of this are being worked out 
by government. 

(iii) Receive and manage £10.5k per refugee. This will be paid to KCC and 
shared between districts and KCC reflecting the costs of their respective 
responsibilities. 

(iv) Provide education, for which they will also receive additional funding. 

(v) Undertake safeguarding checks including basic DBS checks. 

(vi) Provide welfare / case officers to support and assist the guests and 
undertake follow up visits. 

(c) The main roles of DDC will be: 

(i) Undertake accommodation checks including initial safeguarding checks 

(ii) Manage homelessness requirements when sponsor / guest arrangements 
fail. 

(iii) As a point of entry, provide a reception area with facilities for rest, 
refreshment, washing, contacting sponsors, interpreters, and advice / 
guidance for onwards travel. 

2.9 At the time of writing DDC has a reception at the Outreach Centre just outside the port, operating 
24/7 with the required facilities. Leaflets have also been produced in English and Ukrainian and 
given to Border Force to hand out to all Ukrainians entering the UK at Dover. 
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2.10 The numbers coming through the port each day are low. Complete data is not yet available, but 
Irish Ferries are carrying around 40 migrants a day. These are generally travelling through Dover 
and not remaining here. The Channel Tunnel is carrying around 25 a day.  

2.11 Accommodation checks have also started, with over 50 sponsors in the district and checks booked 
for most. The results will be reported to KCC and should take place, if possible before the guests 
arrive. However, this is dependent on data from government being received by KCC and cleaned 
up, shared with DDC, duplicates removed etc and inspections undertaken before arrival. 

2.12 No migrant homeless presentations have been made in Dover to date and no other demands on 
DDC services. This may change as numbers increase but it is too soon to tell. 

2.13 A process map setting out the accommodation and safeguarding work to be undertaken by KCC 
and DDC is attached at Annex 1. 

3. Identification of Options 

3.1 Option 1 – To require detailed and specific approval by Cabinet of the funds provided for the 
Ukrainian refugees and to require Cabinet approval of the agreements reached with KCC on the 
attribution of Government support and the use of £100k of the Earmarked Smoothing Reserve.  

3.2 Option 2 – To provide general approval of the funds provided for the Ukrainian refugees and to 
delegate approval of the agreements reached with KCC on the attribution of Government support 
and the use of £100k of the Earmarked Smoothing Reserve. 

4. Evaluation of Options 

4.1 Option 1 

Requiring a formal and slower governance process for management of the Ukrainian funds and 
budget pressures will be burdensome at a time when resources are stretched. It also risks a slower 
response to what is a fast-moving crisis, which may impair DDC’s ability to respond quickly and 
may create additional hardship. 

4.2 For these reasons this option is not recommended. 

4.3 Option 2 

This option will enable the Council to respond quickly to discussions with government, KCC and 
the other Kent districts and to use the funds provided as required. The cap of £100k on the use of 
the £4m Earmarked Smoothing Reserve, and the requirement to consult the portfolio holder both 
ensure there will not be an unlimited use of funds and there will still be political oversight. 

4.4 For these reasons this is the recommended option. 

5. Resource Implications 

5.1 There is a potential use of up to £100k of DDC resources, to meet the costs of the refugees, 
including any unfunded homelessness, but at this time it is not possible to estimate the actual 
amount required. All other financial resources will be funded from DDC’s share of the £10.5k per 
capita.  

5.2 The other resource implications are mainly officer time, including reduced activity on other services 
while the refugees are supported, and accommodation checked. 

6. Climate Change and Environmental Implications  

6.1 There are no additional climate change and environmental implications.  

7. Corporate Implications 

7.1 Comment from the Director of Finance (linked to the MTFP): The S151 officer has been involved 
in the production of this report and has no additional comment to make (MD). 

7.2 Comment from the Solicitor to the Council: The Solicitor to the Council has been consulted in the 
preparation of this report and has no further comments to make. 

7.3 Comment from the Equalities Officer: This report does not specifically highlight any equality 
implications, however in discharging their duties members are required to comply with the public 
sector equality duty as set out in Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/section/149. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fukpga%2F2010%2F15%2Fsection%2F149&data=04%7C01%7CMike.Davis%40DOVER.GOV.UK%7C65e50836575b48eeb9a308da186bddcd%7C97d0cb53199d4c70a001375e8c953735%7C0%7C0%7C637849148796046381%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ItE3%2B1gSwCjS%2BIjDAgZ2uyYiYL%2FCIwooHPqq32CQXRA%3D&reserved=0
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8. Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Process Map of Accommodation and Safeguarding Checks 

Appendix 2 – Homes for Ukraine: guidance for councils 

 

Contact Officer:  Mike Davis 

 

https://dovergovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/msteams_da3313/Shared Documents/General/Refugee Initiatives/Ukraine/DDC Working 
Group/Cabinet-Report - Homes for Ukraine.docx 
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Appendix 1 
 

Process Map of Accommodation and Safeguarding Checks  
to be Undertaken by KCC and DDC 

 
 

Ukraine Process Map 

- Safeguarding.pdf  
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Appendix 2  

GOV.UK 
 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) (/coronavirus) 

Latest updates and guidance 
 

 

1. Home (https://www.gov.uk/) 

2. Society and culture (https://www.gov.uk/society-and-culture) 

3. Community and society (https://www.gov.uk/society-and-culture/community-and-society) 

 

Guidance 

Homes for Ukraine: guidance for councils 

This initial guidance on the Homes for Ukraine scheme outlines the role of councils across 

England in supporting the scheme. Additional advice will be published for councils in Scotland, 

Wales, and Northern Ireland shortly. 

From: 
Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities 

 

(/government/organisations/department-for-levelling-up-housing-and-communities) 
 

Published 
18 March 2022 

Applies to England 

Contents 
 

Overview and purpose 

Definitions 

Background and eligibility 

Application process and Phases 

Future expansion of the scheme 

Role of sponsors 

Role of councils 

Funding for councils 

Data 

Future guidance 

 
Overview and purpose 

Councils have a critical role to play in the success of the Homes for Ukraine scheme and are 

uniquely placed to support local communities to offer Ukrainians the warmest possible welcome 

to the UK. 

https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/society-and-culture
https://www.gov.uk/society-and-culture/community-and-society
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-levelling-up-housing-and-communities
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-levelling-up-housing-and-communities
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
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This initial guidance on the Homes for Ukraine scheme outlines the role of councils across 

England in supporting the scheme. Additional advice will be published for councils in Scotland, 

Wales, and Northern Ireland shortly. We are working with councils and Devolved Administrations 

to produce further versions of this guidance in the coming days (see final section for details on 

future guidance topics). 

This guidance does not cover displaced persons coming in via the Ukraine Family Scheme. 
 

There is separate guidance for sponsors, and a welcome pack for guests of the Homes for 
Ukraine scheme. 

 
Definitions 

“Sponsor” or “sponsors” refers to an individual, group or organisation who has been approved 

to accommodate an individual or household from Ukraine under the “Homes for Ukraine” 

sponsorship scheme. 

“Guest” or “guests” refers to an individual or household previously resident in Ukraine, prior to 

1 January 2022, who have secured a visa under the “Homes for Ukraine” scheme, which enables 

them to be housed by a sponsor. 

 
Background and eligibility 

The Homes for Ukraine scheme was launched on 14 March 2022 by the Secretary of State for 

Levelling Up, Housing and Communities. 
 

This scheme is open to Ukrainian nationals who were residents in Ukraine prior to 1 January 

2022 and also to their immediate family members (for example spouse/partner and children 

under 18) who may be of other nationalities, to be sponsored to come to the UK. Applicants can 

apply from Ukraine or from any other third country. Phase One of the scheme allows individual 

sponsors to named Ukrainians. https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk 

(https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/) 

 

The number of people who can access this scheme is uncapped and is dependent on the 

capacity of the sponsors who come forward. 
 

Guests will be able to live and work in the UK for up to three years and access benefits, 

healthcare, employment, and other support. Those arriving need to meet standard security 

checks prior to being issued with a visa. Sponsors and all adults in sponsors’ households will 

also be subject to initial Police National Computer (PNC), criminal records and Warnings Index 

checks by the Home Office. Councils will be required to undertake basic DBS checks for all 

adults in the sponsor household; and in cases where the incoming arrivals include children 

and/or vulnerable adults, an enhanced DBS with barred lists check will be required promptly on 

all adults in the sponsor household. 
 

Sponsors in the UK can be of any nationality, with any immigration status, provided they have at 

least six months’ leave to remain within the UK and pass the background checks. They can live 

in any part of the UK. Sponsors must provide accommodation for a minimum of six months. 

Sponsors can also receive an optional ‘thank you’ payment of £350 per month for up to the first 

12 months of sponsorship. This payment is limited to one monthly payment per residential 

address, regardless of the number of individuals sponsored. Payments will stop when the 

sponsorship ends. 

https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/
https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/
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Sponsors should not charge rent. They will not be expected to cover the costs of food and living 
expenses, although they may wish to offer this, especially in early weeks while guests are finding 

their feet in the UK. 
 

The scheme will be rolled out in phases. Initially, individual members of the public can sponsor a 

guest from Ukraine who meets the eligibility criteria for this scheme. In later phases 

organisations and community groups will be able to sponsor multiple guests. Further details are 

set out below. 

 
Application process and Phases 

On Monday 14 March, an online registration page opened on: 

https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/ (https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/). Potential 

sponsors (individuals and organisations) can register their interest in sponsoring a guest. 
 

Phase One – Individuals sponsoring named guests 
 
On Friday 18 March, a Home Office form opened for visa applications. Sponsors at this stage 

must be specific individuals. 

In this phase, either a guest or a sponsor will be able to complete a single application for a visa. 

The form will ask the person completing it to name both parties. 
 

Sponsors and guests will find each other and match themselves externally. There is no single 

route to matching, and both the sponsor and guest could use a number of channels to find a 

match. They could for example already have a relationship in place with a friend in the 

UK/Ukraine, they could be friends of friends, or could find a sponsor or guest through an NGO, 

charity, or other channel. 

The process is as follows: 
 

1. Sponsor and guest find each other and agree to a match. 
 

2. Either the sponsor or the guest fills out the single visa application form online using both 

parties’ details. 

3. Passport numbers (alongside completion of eligibility questions and other personal details) for 

both guests and sponsors will be required to complete the application online. The guest will also 

need to upload a scan of their passport. If the guest does not possess a passport, they will be 

required to travel to a visa application centre to process their biometrics. 
 

4. After the application is submitted, security checks are done on both the sponsor, all other 

adults in the sponsor’s household, and the guest. 
 

5. Once both sponsor and guest have passed the checks, the Home Office will issue the guest 

with a permit to travel. 
 

6. The guest can then travel to the UK and coordinate their arrival with the sponsor. 
 

7. Specific councils will provide welcome arrangements for guests, with additional immediate 

support provided to guests where it is required (see initial reception role of councils below). 
 

A lead sponsor will be needed for each household. For example, where a couple has applied to 

sponsor, one of them should be designated as “lead sponsor”. 

https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/
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We are undertaking further work on the safeguarding process around individual sponsors and 
the adults in their households and this will be shared in the next version of the guidance. More 

detail is given in the section on the role of councils below. 

 
Future expansion of the scheme 

The scheme will subsequently be expanded to enable organisations and community groups to 

sponsor multiple guests. We are undertaking further work on the safeguarding process around 

group sponsors. 

We will update and reissue this guidance with further information on future phases in due 

course. 

 
Role of sponsors 

Sponsors are required to: 
 

Provide suitable accommodation for a minimum of 6 months. 

Stay in regular contact with their guest prior to their arrival to help organise and coordinate 

their arrival in the UK, meet them on arrival, and facilitate transfer to their accommodation. 

Note: councils will still be required to provide general reception arrangements and 

immediate support on arrival if guests require it (see section below). 

Signpost the guest to public services and assist them with tasks such as registering with a 

local GP surgery. 

Further information on the role of sponsors is available online. 

 
Role of councils 

Councils have a number of important functions in supporting the Homes for Ukraine scheme. 

Councils will be expected to offer the categories of support listed below. Further details on each 

of these will be issued shortly: 
 

Initial reception. Relevant councils have been asked to establish reception arrangements 

at particular ports of entry to support any short-term arrival needs. These councils will likely 

work with Strategic Migration Partnerships and the voluntary sector under standard 

reception centre arrangements, and (only if a significant multi-agency response is required) 

they may call on the coordination support of Local Resilience Forums. These arrangements 

should include basic meet and greet arrangements as well as the ability to provide 

immediate humanitarian assistance (which could include small amounts of emergency cash 

support – separate to the pre-Universal Credit support i.e., the interim payment detailed 

below). 

From Sunday 20 March, guests arriving in the country will be eligible for a single onward journey 

via national rail, bus, light rail, and coach. This will be free of charge to anywhere in England, 

Scotland and Wales. Further information is available at: https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ukraine 

(https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ukr-travel.aspx). 
 

Councils should also consider the provision of social care staff to respond to any safeguarding 

concerns that may be flagged by Border Force. 

https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ukr-travel.aspx
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ukr-travel.aspx
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Data sharing. Unitary and county councils will receive the necessary data from DLUHC 

about sponsors/guests who have applied for visas (including the accommodation address). 

County councils can pass this data on to the relevant district councils. Data will also be 

passed to the Devolved Administrations for their areas. DLUHC is exploring how to provide 

councils with live data on expected arrivals and will work with councils directly on this, with 

an update being provided in subsequent guidance. 

Safeguarding checks. Councils have a statutory duty to promote the welfare of adults and 

children at risk and reserve the right to check in on guests and inspect accommodation once 

they have arrived. The sponsor guidance makes clear that prospective sponsors will be 

subject to accommodation and safeguarding checks. The checks outlined below must be 

conducted as soon as possible after the council has been alerted that a visa application has 

been made. Best endeavours should be used to conduct the checks before the arrival of the 

guest(s), recognising that this will not be possible in all circumstances. Councils must make 

at least one in-person visit either before or shortly after a guest has arrived, to confirm that 

the accommodation is suitable and the guest is well and that there are no serious 

safeguarding, or welfare concerns. Please note that, as no rent is payable for 

accommodation under the scheme, we therefore do not expect councils to require such 

accommodation to obtain an HMO license (per the HMO definition in the Housing Act 2004, 

S.254 (2)(e). Councils must also undertake basic DBS checks on all adults in the sponsor 

household. In households where there are incoming arrivals who are children and/or 

vulnerable adults, an enhanced DBS check with barred lists check will be required for all 

adults in the sponsor household. 

Interim payment for guest. The council where the sponsor accommodation is located 

should provide an interim payment (in line with other resettlement schemes) of £200 per 

guest for subsistence costs. The £200 payment is factored into the tariff (see ‘Funding for 

Councils’) and does not need to be repaid by the guest. Councils will also have discretion 

within the tariff to top-up or further support guests with interim or additional payments. 

Working age guests will be able to apply to receive Universal Credit and will be able to 

apply for advance payments where eligible. Pension age guests will have access to State 

Pension Credit and Housing Benefit provided they meet eligibility criteria. 

Provision of education. Councils are required to provide school places for children of 

school age. Councils will be paid additional funding to support with this. Further details are 

set out below. 

Service referrals. Where necessary, councils should provide advice and referrals to 

specialist public health services as appropriate e.g., mental health services, adult social 

care, and children’s services. DLUHC will provide further advice on this in due course. 

Work and Benefits. Councils should support guests to access local Jobcentre Plus 

appointments for benefit assessments and job-seeking. 

Homelessness assistance. There may be some cases where the sponsor/guest 

relationship breaks down and the guest is homeless or at risk of homelessness. Councils’ 

statutory homelessness duties will apply in this instance. DLUHC will provide further advice 

on this in due course. 

Community integration. Councils will play a key role in supporting the integration of 

Ukrainian families into their local communities. This will be particularly important in areas of 

the country that might not have strong links with the Ukrainian diaspora. Integration support 

might include the organisation of community events, the use of community champions and 
interfaith networks, increasing local authority contact/interaction with Ukrainians, access to 

translation services and working with local voluntary sector organisations and faith groups to 

help signpost advice and support. 

Administering payments to sponsors. Sponsors will be eligible for an optional ‘thank you 

payment’ of £350 per month, as long as the sponsorship arrangement exists, for up to 12 
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months in total. There will be a maximum of one monthly payment per address paid in 
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arrears, regardless of the number of guests being hosted, and regardless of size or location 

of the property. Councils will administer these ‘thank you’ payments to sponsors. Payments 

must not be released to sponsors until property checks have been completed. Further 

guidance on property checks will follow in due course. We will allocate funding for these 

payments, but we expect councils to cover administration costs from the tariff including 

costs of fraud prevention. This payment will be tax free and should not affect the sponsor’s 

entitlement to benefits or council tax status. We will continue to work closely with councils 

on the delivery of these payments. 

 
Funding for councils 

The government is providing funding at a rate of £10,500 per person to councils to enable them 

to provide support to families to rebuild their lives and fully integrate into communities. The 

£10,500 for Ukrainian nationals is for the first year. We will review funding for future years in due 

course. 
 

This funding will be un-ringfenced, with a number of conditions attached, and will match the tariff 

offered under the first year of the Afghan Citizens Resettlement Scheme (ACRS) and Afghan 

Relocations and Assistance Policy (ARAP), although the role of councils will be different. For 

example, councils will not be asked to source initial accommodation under this scheme as this 

will be provided by the sponsor. 

Councils will administer ‘thank you’ payments at the £350 per sponsoring household per month 

rate. We will allocate additional funding for these payments, but we expect councils to cover 

administration costs within the tariff. 
 

The government is also providing additional funding to councils to provide education services for 

children from families arriving from Ukraine under this scheme. The Department for Education 

(DfE) will allocate funding on a per pupil basis for the three phases of education at the following 

annual rates: 
 

Early years (ages 2 to 4) - £3,000 

Primary (ages 5 -11) - £6,580 

Secondary (ages 11-18) - £8,755 

These tariffs include support for children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 
 

We expect councils to use the tariff to meet all of their associated costs (both for providing 

council services and for administering payments). We recognise, however, that a small number 

of councils may incur additional essential costs above and beyond what could reasonably be 

regarded as normal expenditure and not available through other mainstream funding 

mechanisms. We will therefore consider claims for such costs on an exceptional basis only. 

Further details on funding, including the conditions, will be published shortly. 

 
Data 

The application form will ask for details on the location of the proposed accommodation for the 

guest so that details can be passed to councils and the Devolved Administrations. The data 

transfer steps are as follows: 

1. The sponsor and guest’s data are submitted to the Home Office via the visa application 

process. 
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2. This data (which will include the address of the sponsor) is then passed to DLUHC and 
allocated to the relevant council. This will then be visible to the council. 

 

3. The visa application will then be processed by the Home Office. 
 

Note: councils will be prompted to contact sponsors and guests, ensure accommodation is 

suitable and to conduct safeguarding checks. 

 
Future guidance 

The initial guidance set out above will be updated and expanded with further detail in the next 

week as Government agrees with councils the detail of their role in the Homes for Ukraine 

scheme. Future guidance will likely cover outstanding detail on the role of councils in most 

aspects of this phase: 
 

Checks 

Pre-arrival and post-arrival checks 

Accommodation checks 

Address validation checks 

Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks 

Wraparound support 

Safeguarding 

Process for accessing public services 

Providing local council tax support 

Post 16 education, employment and training 

Administration of funds 

Initial cash allowance for guest 

Operation of ‘thank you’ payment system 

Tier of local government that receives the £10,500 funding. 

Fallback accommodation 

Re-matching role 

Move-on accommodation 

Data 

Process for receiving data about new arrivals 

Management information submission requirements 
 

Published 18 March 2022 

 
Invasion of Ukraine 

Find out about the UK’s response (/government/topical-events/russian-invasion-of- 

ukraine-uk-g overnment-response) 

 
Explore the topic 

 

Community and society (/society-and-culture/community-and-society) 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/russian-invasion-of-ukraine-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/russian-invasion-of-ukraine-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/society-and-culture/community-and-society
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Topical events 



Dover District Council 

Russian invasion of Ukraine: UK government response (/government/topical-

events/russian- invasion-of-ukraine-uk-government-response) 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All content is available under the Open Government Licence 
v3.0, except where otherwise stated 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/russian-invasion-of-ukraine-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/russian-invasion-of-ukraine-uk-government-response
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
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